16" Annual
FAMILY LEARNING WEEKEND for

FAMILIES OF Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children
June 8-10, 2012

What: MSDB 16" Annual Family Learning Weekend for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Where: MSDB Campus in Great Falls

When: June 8-10, 2012

Who: Families of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children living in Montanal!

Why:

The Learning Weekend is a creative program that provides opportunities for families of sensory impaired
children to learn about deafness, share their experiences with other families, and learn how to communicate
more fully with one another in a warm, caring atmosphere.

The focus of the weekend is to enhance each individual’s personal knowledge of deafness and how it relates
to the education and development of their child. Information in the form of informal workshops, group
discussions (parent groups, kids’ groups, siblings’ groups, etc.) and hands-on activities will be offered. Child
care and recreation for the children (siblings included) will also be available at no charge. Families will be
reimbursed for mileage at the current state rate.

Housing is provided on a first-come first-serve basis. Each family is generally provided with their own suite of
rooms in the cottages and efforts are made to make assignments according to individual needs and
preferences. Typically each family has their own bathroom, sometimes two, depending on the size of the
family. Participants need to bring personal items such as soap, shampoo and toothpaste. Make sure you
bring your swimsuit!.

Children ages birth to two will be in the nursery (pre-school room in the school) with staff. Parents should
pick up their children from the nursery prior to lunch and dinner and return them to the same location when
they are done eating.

The children are divided into groups based mostly on age, taking into consideration who are friends, maturity
level, and interests when putting together the groups. The children then stay with their groups until they join
the parents for mealtime. Some of MSDB’s finest residential and school staff will be responsible for
supervising your children and making sure they enjoy the day as much as you do!

Children ages three to five will be involved in a variety of activities throughout the day. These activities will
include snacks, program practice, indoor and outdoor activities (which will include a trip to the MSDB
playground weather permitting). Swimming (in the Mustang Center in the afternoon) will be available for
this age group from 4:30 —5:30 — with their parents. The activities for this group will remain flexible
depending on the ages and abilities of the participants. Saturday morning after the group picture your child,
or children ages six through eighteen will re-join their assigned group (team). These teams are designed to
allow for the participants to be involved with children their own age. For this session there will be several
different activities including program practice, recreation activities and snacks. In addition, a representative
from the Montana Telecommunications Access Program (MTAP) will also have some fun projects for the
children to enjoy. MTAP will also talk with the children about technology, including using a TDD, the Relay
Service, etc. Sometime during the morning session Debbie Metge, (MSDB Cottage Counselor) will also meet
with the hearing siblings and provide them the opportunity to discuss their feelings regarding having a deaf
sibling. This information (in general terms, while keeping siblings’ names confidential) will be shared with the
parents during the Sunday morning presentation.



***The kids program is intended to provide entertainment and educational activities that will further the
participants understanding of hearing loss and its impact on the family. Activities are designed for not only
the youth with hearing loss, but for their siblings and peers as well. Participants are grouped by age, and staff
are assigned accordingly, depending on the numbers of the participants and their individual needs. If you
have unique concerns regarding your child, please let us know and we will work with you to insure that
everyone has a good time.

Information from various vendors (serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing) will be available throughout the
weekend.

Presenter Bios

Several of the Presenter Bio’s were NOT available at Press Time

Thomas K. Holcomb is Professor of Deaf Studies at Ohlone College in Fremont, California where he teaches
courses related to Deaf Culture and Deaf Education to both deaf and hearing students. Tom is considered a
leading authority on Deaf Culture. He attended two different residential schools, a mainstream program as
the only deaf student, and a large deaf program within a public school setting. He graduated from Gallaudet
University with a BA in Psychology in 1980 and earned his MA in Career Development from Rochester
Institute of Technology in 1984 and completed his PhD Education from the University of Rochester in 1990.
His dynamic presentation style brings together deaf and hearing cultures. He has presented in 45 states and
several countries. For almost thirty years he has taught Deaf Culture to deaf students, hearing students,
parents of deaf children, and educators of deaf students. He will examine various questions surrounding
Deaf Culture including “What is Deaf Culture, Is there Deaf Culture, How is Deaf Culture defined, Does Deaf
Culture mean anti-hearing?”. His presentation will ask questions in the context of how Deaf culture is of
benefit to families with deaf children. Ultimately, we all want to make sure our children feel loved by their
families. He’s a proud father of four deaf and hard-of-hearing children, three of whom have graduated from
the California School for the Deaf. His youngest son is now 7 years old and is mainstreamed in a 2" grade
classroom at a local public school.

Tiffany Harding (MSDB Lead Interpreter), Amber Chastain, Sharon Denniston and Sean Wilkinson (MSDB
Interpreters) with a combined fifty years of professional experience will share with you everything you never
knew about the interpreting services your child receives. This workshop will be interactive and help you know
what to expect from the interpreter as an IEP team member and as a language professional as well as
strategies for making an interpreted education successful. Information on state standards for interpreters
and an understanding of interpreter evaluations scores will also be provided.

Frank Podobnik has a long history in Special Education, both as a professional in the field and as father to
two children with exceptionalities. Mr. Podobnik has a broad understanding of special education funding and
has worked for the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) in the legislative division. He is a former school
psychologist and currently is a Division Administrator for OPI.

Carmel Collum Yarger has been involved in all aspects of Special Education and Deaf Education for many
years. She has been a classroom teacher, itinerant teacher, interpreter, university professor and school
administrator. Each of these roles has provided Dr. Yarger with a deep respect and understanding for the
unique needs of students who are deaf and hard of hearing.

Laura Copp has been involved in the field of deaf education for over 17 years. She has an MA in Deaf
Education from Gallaudet University and taught students who are deaf and hard of hearing in the Baltimore
County Public School system. She relocated to Bozeman in 2005 to continue teaching students who are deaf
and hard of hearing. She currently serves that part of the state as an MSDB Outreach Consultant. In her iPad
session she will focus on the numerous ways students who are deaf and hard of hearing can benefit from the
use of the iPad. As challenging as this might be, she has had much success in making this device accessible to
her students. Come prepared to share your experiences using apps AND bring your iPad if you have one.
This will be a fun session!
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Deaf Learning Weekend 2012 Schedule

(subject to change)
Friday, June 8, 2012
Check in — Yellowstone Cottage.
Tour — Especially helpful for first time attendees.
Dinner — pizza, salad and dessert in the MSDB main dining room.
Ice Breaker — getting to know the participants a bit earlier in the weekend.
Teen Panel — opportunity for teens to share their experiences and answer any audience
guestions (this is a must for the parents).
All of the kids will go to the Mustang Center to meet their “groups” and work on the program
for Saturday night.
Pick up your kids from the Mustang Center.
Saturday, June 9, 2012
Breakfast in the main dining room.
Group Picture — All Participants together in front of the big sign (each family will get a
“Memory Book” at the end of the weekend to take home).
"What Deaf Culture means to Families” — Dr. Tom Holcomb - See bio for more details.
Lunch
"Interpreter Presentation" — Tiffany Harding and MSDB Interpreters.
“Unraveling the Mystery of IEPs” — Frank Podobnick OPI and Carme Collum MSDB will address
the fundamentals every parent should know before stepping in to the IEP process.
Parent Groups — will be a separate group for Moms and a separate group for the Dads. This
has been one of the weekend'’s favorite sessions.
Open Swim for the families to join with their children in the gym OR just some down time prior
to dinner. All children will be with their families until children’s program begins at 7:00 PM.
BBQ — in the main dining room.
Children’s Show — the children have been practicing all day to put on a short performance for
the parents. Bring your cameras and tissue!
Parent Panel — this has also been a favorite of the weekend. Listen to parents as they share
their story about their journey with their child. It is uplifting and empowering to be a part of
this presentation (as a participant or a member of the audience).
Pick up your kids from the cottages as they will be watching movies and eating snacks
Sunday, June 10, 2012

Breakfast
Montana Telecommunications Access Program will present about their program.
Break
Cochlear Implant Information Kathy Johnson MSDB Audiologist
Laura Copp — “Making your iPad accessible for your Deaf and Hard of Hearing Child.”
Sibling Summary — listen to what your children have to say about having a deaf or hard of
hearing sibling AND also what the deaf or hard of hearing kids think about living in a hearing
family! Some surprises and thought provoking information for all parents.
Lunch in the dining room and then families depart
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WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID ABOUT MSDB’s FAMILY LEARNING WEEEKENDS!

"I think every family with a deaf child should come to at least one to see if it helpful to them — we love
it and learn each and every time we come to MSDB!”

"All of us look forward to FLW all year."

"l was very impressed with MSDB in general. | had no idea that this was such a ‘gem'. Montana is
very lucky."

"Informative, we met a lot of amazing families, the staff was great and the kids had fun”
"We are so glad we came!"

"The staff is absolutely incredible.”

SPONSORED BY:
The Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind #The M.S.D.B. Foundation, Inc.
Gallaudet University Regional Center-Ohlone College #The Montana Office of Public Instruction
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giving kids the building blocks to independence

Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind
3911 Central Avenue

Great Falls, MT

59405

1 800 882-MSDB

www.msdb.mt.gov
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