





TRIBUTE TO CHRISTMAS 2009!

10 MSDB EXPRIESS



THANKS, LOAF N JUud!

By Betty Cook
or three years, Loaf N Jug were large glass ornaments and many
F has hosted a Christmas Party different stickers and decorations—
for students in the Visually enough for each student to make an
Impaired Department. Although Loaf  ornament for home and also one for
N Jug staff strives to make the party the department. They have brought
a little bit different, the one thing that descriptive videos which the students
has been the same each year is the have enjoyed watching. One favorite
warm friendly attitude of each Loaf is “Polar Express.” i:

N Jug employee and the smiles on the
faces of all the VI Department. |

The Loaf N Jug employees |
raised money throughout

the year to purchase a set l
of outdoor drums and a rain
wheel. Students are already :
looking forward to this gift
being installed in the spring.
Each student also received a
fleece throw, a stuffed animal
and a Christmas pillow in
addition to good conversation,
laughter, games, and Christmas
cookies

and milk.

Money for the Loaf N
Jug community project is raised
through various events throughout “TH AN K S
the year. Each Christmas, Loaf N ’
Jug managers from the region clear
their calendars to bring treats, gifts LQAF N JUG ’

and spend a few hours interacting
with the students. One year they FQR B El N G
brought pizza and pop. The next

they brought a pre-lit Christmas tree, S U CH A GR EAT

stockings full of wonderful treats and

glass ornaments to decorate. There N El G H BO R!”

COLLAGE LEFT TO RIGHT AND TOP TO BOTTOM:

Parker, Coley, and Sean enjoy the Cottage annual holiday dinner at a restaurant.
Expressions of Silence performs.

Alysha is into it!

Aubrey and Brooke having fun.

The Jensen family gets creative during the annual Cottage Cookie Decorating Contest.
Christmas Program 2009.

Santa and Hayden.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY CELEBRATION

By Sally Tilleman

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, MSDB joined forces

with the Foster Grandparents Program to collect food
for those in need. The food drive was integrated into the
School’s curriculum, since the service activity offered many
opportunities for learning important skills.

Using the packages of food, students learned weights
and measures. Reading Point of Origin labels, classes
mapped out locations and got a geography lesson. They
also compared and contrasted products, analyzed data, and
displayed information as they prepared presentations on
what they had learned.

The Martin Luther King Day celebration kicked off
with each group of kids enthusiastically displaying their
charts and presenting their findings to the entire school
community. The kids had obviously spent a great deal of
time preparing and learning, because it was a huge success.

Upon completion of their presentation, the school
stayed together to enjoy an informative book on the life of
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the importance of spreading
kindness and equality to all. ==

In the spirit of community service associated with

ABOVE: Anthony, Tray and Alyson explain their project as Ms.
Schwabe and Mrs. Cook look on.

MIDDLE LEFT: Preschool through First grade explains

bread making

BOTTOM LEFT: Alyson and Coley announce how much food the
VI department collected.
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FRIENDSHIP BREAD

by Preschool, Kindergarten and 1st Grade Classes

Martin Luther King and Ms. K

kind. They share with others. We are
kind and will share with our friends.
We are making Friendship Bread. The

Bread takes 10 days to make.

are

we will bake bread on Thursday. We will
share our starter mix with 2 people. They will
make bread and will share their starter mix
with 2 other people. Soon all the classes will

have Friendship Bread.
ave Friendship Bread MSDB EXPRESS 13
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TOP: Mrs. Goss and Mrs. Bechard’s classes
seized the moment when the fire department
responded to a false alarm. Following the
excitement and an impromptu lesson from the
firemen the class noted: “A fire truck came to
school and we got to climb inside, try on the fire
fighter’s coat and hat, see the blinking lights, and
listen to the siren. That’s one big truck!” Mrs.
Goss was amazed, “It was really during our

fire unit!”

MIDDLE: We filled the sensory pool with
shredded paper and jumped inside! We watched
the shredded paper fly and flutter in the air when
we threw it. It was just like confetti!

BOTTOM: Tray works on a quilt in life skills which
is being made as a raffle item for the Games for
the Visually impaired.

RIGHT: The work crew from the VI department
assisted sister school Lewis & Clark by
preparing 300 snack bags for the public school’s
annual carnival.



EOS ALUMNI INVITED TO PERFORM

By Jennifer Wasson

xpressions of Silence

will host their 6th

Annual Spring
Fundraiser and Performance
on Saturday, April 17, 2010,
at 7:00 p.m. in the Mustang
Center. This year, co-directors
Jennifer Wasson and Dessica
Wilson would like to invite
EOS Alumni to perform with
the group for a couple of
songs. This will be a wonderful
opportunity for former
members to reconnect with
each other and with MSDB
staff and students.

Over the years, students
who have been involved with
Expressions of Silence have
indicated their involvement
with this group has been
life-changing. Some of their
fondest memories of their
time at MSDB include the
many opportunities they had
while being a member of

EOS—including performing
and traveling with EOS and
developing lifelong friendships
with their fellow performers
and staff. Expressions of
Silence increased self-esteem,
confidence and an overall
sense of self-worth —proving
that students with a hearing or
vision loss can do anything.

The annual event
includes a silent auction and
social. Cost of the performance
is $5 per person or $20 for
a family of 6. The proceeds
from the fundraiser help offset
the cost of travel and new
uniforms for the team.

Please contact Jennifer
Wasson at (406) 771-6143
v/tty or jwasson@msdb.
mt.gov if you are interested in
participating in this event. ==

Please return to:

Jennifer Wasson
MSDB
3911 Central Avenue

Great Falls, MT 59405

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email:

T-shirt Size:

— d
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GOALBALL COMES TO FLATHEAD VALLEY

By Jane Nybo

mother of Eli Cornell— a low vision 7th grader

from Kalispell—and The Summit Fitness
Center, Flathead Valley Goalball teams are being
formed for youth who have a visual impairment.
Besides providing a new recreational sport in
the valley, this is a great opportunity for kids to
make friends with and support each other as
individuals with unique abilities.

Now, visually impaired students in the

Flathead can hone their goalball skills on
a regular basis rather than waiting for the
bi-annual Goalball/Enrichment Weekends
at MSDB in Great Falls. Sighted peers will
also be included on the teams to ensure there
are enough members to create at least two
teams for competition. The Summit has a
big, beautiful facility that they are generously
offering for this endeavor.

Yes, it’s happening! Thanks to Mary Riddle-Cornell,

KUDOS TO MARY
RIDDLE-CORNELL AND
THE SUMMIT!

The MSDB Express is published three times a year, and is graciously funded by the MSDB Foundation, Inc. In addition to this print version, the current
edition can be found on the MSDB home site at: www.msdb.mt.gov.





